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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an ink jet image 
forming apparatus enabling a user to certainly and easily 
replace an ink tank before the ink tank becomes empty. 
SOLUTION: When it is detected that the residual amount 
of the ink in an ink tank 22 becomes less than a 
predetermined amount, an ink carriage 21 gets out of a 
printing scanning range to be moved toward the end part 
of a sanning shaft 23. At this time, the ink carriage 21 
moves, while draws an extensible shaft 23b out of a 
fixed shaft 23a and pushes open an on-off lid 31 until 
the extensible shaft 23b is fully extended, to stop. At 
this time, the ink carriage 21 pushes open the on-off lid 
toward the outside of an apparatus housing 30 to bring 
the ink tank 22 to a state protruding to the outside of 
the housing from a hole 30a. By this constitution, a user 
can certainly recognize that the replacing period of the 
ink tank arrives. Further, the user can replace the ink 
tank by extremely easy operation without opening a lid 
by himself or manually moving the ink carriage 21. 
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